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SUMMARY 

 

This poem is an expression of William Wordsworth’s feelings on the death of a loved one. The poet 

expresses his feelings and also imagines his beloved after death. The poem consists of two stanzas 

of four lines each. In this poem the narrator says that he was in a state of unconsciousness, as if he 

were sleeping. He was in such a trace that he did not want to acknowledge the fear that any human 

being has, specially fear of death – so is with Lucy. Lucy’s presence in the narrator’s life has always 

been eternal, though her body does not move anymore now. Her eternal presence has become an 

eternal absence. He thinks it to be the rotation of the earth. Just as the rocks and the trees of the 

earth are liable to grow, develop, die and decompose, in the same way it was with Lucy also and the 

poet will have to accept it.  

 

I. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow : 

1. A slumber did my spirit seal- 

I had no human fears.  

She seemed a thing that could not feel 

The touch of earthly years.  

No motion has she now, no force --- 

She neither hears nor sees,  

Rolled round in earth’s diurnal course  

With rocks and stones and trees.  

a) What had sealed the narrator’s spirit? 

b) What does the narrator mean by a ‘slumber did my spirit seal’? 

c) Why can the young child not feel the touch of earthly year? 

d) Find a word from the passage which is opposite to ‘static’. 

 

 

2. No motion she has now, no force : 

She neither hears nor sees,  
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Rolled round in earth’s diurnal course  

With rocks and stones and trees.  

a) The synonym of ‘motion’ is : 

b) What is earth’s diurnal course ? 

c) What is the rhyming scheme of this stanza? 

d) Name the poet.  

 

3.  A slumber did my spirit seal--- 

I had no human fears  

She seemed a thing that could not feel  

The touch of earthly years.  

a) What actually is ‘a slumber’ here? 

b) Explain: ‘I had no human fears’. 

c) What do you understand by ‘earthy years’? 

d) Give the meaning of ‘slumber’. 

 

 

II. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words : 

1. How will time not affect the poet’s beloved? 

2. How does the poet pay his warm tribute to his beloved one? 

3. Why has the poet used the rocks, stones and trees? What context does he express through 

them? 

4. Why does the poet refer the word ‘slumber’ in the poem? 

 

III. Answer the following question in 100-120 words : 

1. What is the different attitude of the poet in comparison to the common belief?  What 

qualities does he want to express by doing so? 

 

 


